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Our mission is to maximize the impact of pro bono engagement 
by connecting a network of volunteer attorneys with nonprofits 

in need of free business legal services.

Dear Friends and Supporters,

The PBPA Board of Directors created a strategic plan in 2015 to chart our 
growth through 2018. I’m proud to report that as we review 2017 and reflect 
on what transpired, we exceeded all of our goals and touched more nonprofit 
clients than ever before. We also established new collaborations with partners 
like Junior League of Atlanta, the Georgia Bar Foundation, and the Community 
Foundation for Greater Atlanta.  

We are especially indebted to the Harland Charitable Foundation. Their 
challenge grant of $15,000 helped us to raise $36,000 in new and increased 
gifts from individuals. More than 100 nonprofit clients are represented within 
the ranks of these donors, which makes us especially proud.

Our partners include corporations and law firms, nonprofit associations, 
funders, county collaboratives, Atlanta Bar and Georgia Bar law Sections, and 
the Association of Corporate Counsel – Georgia Chapter. We are grateful for 
you all! Thanks to you, we provided $4.5 million in pro bono legal services to 
nonprofits across Greater Atlanta, opening the door to greater impact for the 
disadvantaged.

Thank you,

Rachel Epps Spears, Executive Director
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE a.k.a. SPRINGBOARD

From Corporations:
ADP · American Cancer Society · Arch Wood 
Protection, A Lonza Company · Arthritis Foundation 
· AT&T · Blue Linx · Boys & Girls Club of America · 
CARE · Chubb · Cisco Systems · Cleveland Golf/
Srixon · CNN International · Cox Communications · 
Credigy · Delta Air Lines · Dematic Group · Elavon 
· Emory University · Equifax · Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Atlanta · Fiserv · GE Power · Georgia Lottery 
Corporation · Georgia Pacific · Georgia Power 
· Georgia State University · Habitat for Humanity 
International · HD Supply · Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise · Hiscox Business Insurance · Internap 
Corporation · Landis+Gyr · LexisNexis · McKesson 
· Merial · Mohawk Industries · Newell Rubbermaid 
· Oldcastle · Piedmont Hospital · PulteGroup · 
QuesTech International · RELX Group · Rollins · 
Rubicon Global · SiteOne Landscape Supply · 
Southern Company · Spanx · TBC Corporation · The 
Coca-Cola Company · The Home Depot · Travelport 
· Turner Broadcasting System · United Healthcare · 
United Parcel Service · UP TV · Veritiv · VMWare

From Law Firms*:
Alston & Bird · Arnall Golden Gregory · Baker 
Donelson · BakerHostetler ·  Balch & Bingham 
·  Ballard Spahr · Barnes & Thornburg · Bondurant 
Mixson and Elmore · Bryan Cave · Dentons · DLA 
Piper · Duane Morris · Eversheds Sutherland · Fisher 
& Phillips · Greenberg Traurig · Hill, Kertscher & 
Wharton · Holland & Knight · Hunton & Williams · 
Jackson Lewis · Jones Day · Kilpatrick Townsend · 
King & Spalding · Littler Mendelson · McGuireWoods 
·  Miller & Martin · Morris, Manning & Martin · Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough · Ogletree, Deakins, 
Nash, Smoak & Stewart · Parker, Hudson, Rainer & 
Dobbs · Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker · Seyfarth 
Shaw · Sherman & Howard · Smith, Gambrell, & 
Russell · Taylor English & Duma · Troutman Sanders · 
Womble Bond Dickinson

*2 or more volunteers

THANK YOU TO OUR 
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Jason Howard, Chair
Alston & Bird   

Heather Howdeshell, Vice Chair
Delta Air Lines

Brooke Belisle
The Coca-Cola Company

Scott Edwards
King & Spalding

Lacey Elmore
Kilpatrick Townsend

Marianna Faircloth
Paul Hastings

John Griffee
Dentons

Todd Goodwin
Troutman Sanders

Alina Lee
Southern Company

Erin Reeves McGinnis
Nelson Mullins

Matt McGrath
Nelson Mullins

Shola Omojokun
AT&T

Hanish Patel
Eversheds Sutherland

Katy Smallwood
Seyfarth Shaw

Nate Smith
United Parcel Service

Puja Vadodaria
DLA Piper

Todd Williams
Turner Broadcasting System

$4.5 million
estimated value of free legal services 

donated by volunteer attorneys

2017 
by the Numbers

246 
nonprofit 

organizations with

723 
attorneys 

volunteered to assist

796
legal matters!

97%
of clients were 

satisfied with the 
legal assistance 

they received from 
volunteer attorneys 

98%
of volunteers 

were satisfied with 
their nonprofit 
client matches

I love doing work with PBPA 
– I recently helped an amazing 
nonprofit client that is changing 
the lives of children and teens in 
Atlanta for the better, and they 
were amazingly grateful for the 
small part I played.   Working 
with PBPA clients is hugely 
fulfilling and I’m lucky to be 
able to do so.

 - Jeffrey Kirsh
 The Coca-Cola 
 Company



Our clients serve 53 counties 
in Georgia.
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A Little About Our 
Nonprofit Clients

Nonprofit Client Area of Focus

223 
volunteer attorneys and 

paralegals

961
nonprofit professionals 

and attorneys attended

65
 nonprofit clients 
participated in

The 5 Most Common 
Legal Challenges that 

our clients face

PBPA offers free legal education 
workshops each month, and free 

webcasts and articles at 
www.pbpatl.org

47 
workshops and 

webcasts free of charge

In 2017...

7 
Nonprofit Legal Check-Up  

& Rapid Remedy clinics 
with help from

We assist 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit 
organizations that serve low-income or 

disadvantaged individuals and are unable 
to pay for legal services. Our clients work 

to improve the lives of the homeless, 
domestic violence survivors, at-risk youth, 
senior citizens, individuals with disabilities, 

and other groups in need.



The Nonprofit Client-Attorney Volunteer 
         Relationship

This legal matter 
required over 

258 hours of 
donated attorney 

time, valued at 
$90,000 
in legal fees.

Hosea Feed 
the Hungry 
& Homeless 

has served 

500,000+ 
families with the 

help of 20,000+ 
volunteers since 

1971.

Since 2012, 
PBPA has 

advised Hosea 
Feed the Hungry  

& Homeless
on 

44 legal matters

In the winter of 2017, Hosea Feed the Hungry & Homeless had one big 
problem. It was dangerously close to losing its building and, with it, its 
entire metro Atlanta operation.

Civil rights activist 
Reverend Hosea L. 
Williams Sr. founded 
Hosea Feed the Hungry 
in 1971 with the goal of 
serving Atlanta’s 
homeless population. 
Now under the 
leadership of his 
daughter, Elisabeth 
Omilami, the 
organization provides 
food and other 
necessities to 
impoverished families. 
Additionally, Hosea 
puts on holiday dinners, 

offers haircuts, helps individuals navigate overdue rent and 
utility payments, and invests in urban agriculture programs. 

When Hosea’s building was purchased, the organization 
had three months to move out or face paying an exorbitant 
amount per month in rent. Without a building to operate in, 
Hosea could not provide services. The organization’s current 
source of funding required it to be actively providing services to 
receive funds, so Hosea would lose all of its funding. As a result, 
Hosea either needed to find a new place, or potentially close 
its doors for good.

After a bit of searching, the group located a building which 
would provide Hosea with plenty of space and easy access 
to its client community. Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta pulled 
together a team of volunteer attorneys to negotiate a contract 
to purchase the new building as well as the terms of the bank 
loan. Hosea was able to move into its own space without an 
interrruption in its important services.



2017 CORPORATE & LAW FIRM DONORS

Legacy Society ($2,000+)
Briley Brisendine, Janine Brown, Elizabeth Finn Johnson, Ben & Michelle Garren, Betsy & Daryl Griswold, Corb Hankey, Julia 
Houston, Frank Landgraff, Shane Nichols, Happy Perkins, Tom Rawls 

Happy Perkins Society ($1,000+)
Bruce Baber, Todd Bellocchio, Michael Betz, Jared Brandman, CaringWorks , Virginia Carron, Scott Feight, John Fleming, Brian 
Galison, Neil Ginn, Sally Hogsette, Tricia Kinney, Faith Knight Myers, Will Ledbetter, Mike Lee, Rick McMurtry, Kara Ong, Tim 
Phillips, Alan Rosselot, Valerie Rusk, Solomon’s Temple, Rachel Epps Spears, David Steele, John Tanner, Angie Woo

Advocate ($500+)
Marshall Barton, Anne Cox-Johnson, Jeffrey Douglass, Alex Drummond, Erin East, Scott Edwards, Bill Ewing, Paul Fancher, Ferst 
Foundation for Childhood Literacy, Art Gambill, John Harris, Robert Hays, Kimberly Holladay, Phillip Holladay, Jason Howard, 
Talmadge Infinger, Jim Johnson, John Koenig, David Lowance, Ian Maxwell, Monique McDowell, William Roche, Debbie Segal 
& Randy Cadenhead, George Sewell, Peggy & John Shepard, Sober Living America, Kathy Solley, Kenneth Steinthal, Michael 
Wakefield, Julie Young

Contributor ($250-$499)
Cory Barker, Peter Barlow, Brooke Belisle, Allison Brantley , Jeffrey Cashdan, Ashleigh Chapman, Guinevere Christman, Clayton 
Coley, Elliot Coward, Patrick Coyle, Mark de St. Aubin, Dara Dehaven, Kim Dennis, Kirk Domescik, Mindy Doster, Bennett 
Ekandem, Lacey Elmore, Marianna Faircloth, Friends for Life, Paul Ferdinands, Joseph Freeman, Creighton Frommer, Geoff 
Frost, Kevin Glidewell, John Griffee, Bill Ginn, Nedom Haley, Ashley Halfman, Ron Harlow, Holmes Hawkins, Brian Holmes, 
Heather Howdeshell, Stacey Ingram, Michael Johnson, John Jones, Justin King, Jeffrey Kirsh, Jamie Konn, Alina Lee, Charles 
Lester, Mona Maerz, Meghan Magruder, Wade Malone, Melinda Marbes, Matt McGrath, Robyn Miller, Cheryl Naja, Charles 
Nalbone, Floyd Newton, Laurie & Scott Nichols, Shola Omojokun, Hanish Patel, Lee Peifer, Nancy Pendergast, Ray Persons, 
William Petty, Shannon Pierce, Alan Prince, Shawn Rafferty, Erin Reeves McGinnis, Russell Richards, Brenda Rhodes, Senior 
Citizen Services, Meredith Shaughnessy, Jeremy Silverman, Katy Smallwood, Craig Steuterman, Phyllis Sumner, Rex Veal, Anne 
Whitaker, Todd Williams

2017 INDIVIDUAL & CLIENT DONORS

Thank you to our donors!
Cornerstone Circle ($50,000+)
The UPS Foundation

Founder’s Circle ($25,000+)
Alston & Bird 
Association of Corporate 
     Counsel of Geogia
Community Foundation of
      Greater Atlanta
Delta Air Lines
Eversheds Sutherland*
Georgia Bar Foundation
Kilpatrick Townsend
King & Spalding
The Coca-Cola Company
The Home Depot

Leadership Circle ($10,000+)
AT&T
Charles M. & Mary D. Grant 
     Foundation
Dentons
GE Power
John H. & Wilhelmina D. Harland 
     Charitable Foundation
Junior League of Atlanta
Ogletree Deakins
Paul Hastings
Pittulloch Foundation

R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw
Southern Company 
State Bar of Georgia Corporate 
     Counsel Law Section
The Sartain Lanier Foundation
The Vasser Woolley Foundation
The Zeist Foundation
Troutman Sanders
Turner Broadcasting System

Peach Circle ($5,000+)
Atlanta Bar Foundation
Barnes & Thornburg
DLA Piper
Federal Home Loan Bank
Finnegan
Jones Day
Morris Manning & Martin
Nelson Mullins
Sherman & Howard
Smith, Gambrell & Russell
Womble Bond Dickinson

*Thank you to Eversheds Sutherland for also 
donating PBPA’s office space and supplies

Friends
Atlanta Bar Association 

• Business & Finance Section
• Corporate Counsel Section
• IP Section
• Labor & Employment Section
• Real Estate Section

Baker Donelson
Balch & Bingham
Ballard Spahr
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore
Burr & Forman
Duane Morris
Holland & Knight
Hunton & Williams
Littler Mendelson
McKesson Foundation
Miller & Martin
Rogers & Hardin
Southern Company Gas Foundation
State Bar of Georgia 

• Business Law Section 
• IP Law Section
• Labor & Employment Section
• Nonprofit Section
• Real Property Section

Synovus
Taylor English Duma
US Bank


